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H 4578. 2

SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2472

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Ecology & Parks (originally sponsored by Representatives
Bl ake, Warnick, Condotta, Sells, Linville, Hi nkle, VanDeWge, MCoy,
Lantz, Morrell, Looms, Kretz, Chase, Kristiansen, and MDonal d; by
request of Departnment of Natural Resources)

READ FI RST TI ME 01/ 22/ 08.

AN ACT Relating to establishing a wrk group to nake
recommendations for inproving recreation on state trust |ands, aquatic
| ands, and ot her state-owned | ands nmanaged by the departnent of natural
resources; and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that recreational
opportunities are instrunental in pronoting human health and wel | -bei ng
and are part of the heritage of Washington. State trust |ands, aquatic
| ands, and ot her state-owned | ands managed by the departnent of natural
resources provide significant recreational opportunities, along with
ot her social, econom c, and environnental benefits. Lands managed by
the departnent of natural resources provide, anong other val ues:

(a) Renewabl e energy resources;

(b) Sustai nabl e revenue for school construction, |ocal governnents,
and other state institutions;

(c) Recreational and educational opportunities;

(d) Habitat for fish and wildlife;

(e) Cean air and water; and
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(f) Funding for restoration and public access to state-owned
aquatic | ands.

(2) The legislature further finds that the state's popul ati on has
nearly doubled fromthree mllion four hundred thousand to six mllion
five hundred thousand since the nultiple use concept was adopted under
chapter 79.10 RCW and is projected to increase by another two mllion
two hundred thousand by 2030. Popul ation growth has increased demand
for recreational access and presents current and future chall enges that
nmust be addressed, such as: New forns of trail-based recreation that
conpete with traditional uses; the rapid increase of notorized and
mechani zed recreation; changes in ownership patterns of large |and
hol dings across the state; the inconpatibility of certain human
activities with environnental protections for endangered species, clean
wat er, and habitat; and increased conpetition for funding.

(3) The legislature further finds that efforts by the departnent of

natural resources to consolidate state trust lands wll provide nore
opportunities for citizens to access |arger blocks of state-owned
| ands. Therefore, it 1is prudent to reexamne the policies for

recreational access on state-owned | ands and establish a vision for the
future with recommended policy inprovenents that are:

(a) Environmental ly responsi bl e;

(b) Sustainably funded; and

(c) Conpatible wth trust land and state |and managenent
obl i gati ons.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) A work group is established to nmake
recommendations to inprove recreation on state trust |ands, aquatic
| ands, and ot her state-owned | ands nmanaged by the departnent of natural
resour ces. The work group shall exam ne relevant existing |aws and
rules and recommend policy changes and funding alternatives for
consideration by the legislature to ensure safe, sustainable, and
enj oyabl e recreational access.

(2) Menbers of the work group nmust be appointed by the conmm ssi oner
of public I|ands. The work group is to be conprised of a balanced
representation, such as individuals, organization representatives, and
governnmental entities with various recreational, environmental, and
sporting interests, know edge, and perspectives regarding specific
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regions of the state. In addition, representatives of the governor's
office, the legislature, and tribal governnment nust be given the
opportunity to partici pate.

(3) The commssioner of public lands, or the comm ssioner's
desi gnee, shall serve as chair, and the departnent of natural resources
shal | provide technical and staff support for the work group created by
this section.

(4) Work group nenbers shall be conpensated as provided in RCW
43.03.250 and shall receive reinbursenent for travel expenses as
provi ded by RCW 43.03.050 and 43.03. 060. Costs associated with the
wor k group must be paid by the departnent of natural resources fromthe
general fund appropriation nmade available to the departnent of natural
resour ces.

(5) The work group shall conduct a mninmum of two open public
wor kshops to solicit input fromkey stakeholders, citizens, and | ocal
jurisdictions.

(6) The work group shall hold neetings, at diverse |ocations
t hroughout the state, to gather input from key stakehol ders, citizens,
and local jurisdictions regarding the group's proposed recommendati ons.

(7) The work group shall <coordinate wth any stakehol der
recreational advisory commttees appointed or established by the
conmm ssi oner of public |ands.

(8 The commssioner of public lands shall submt to the
appropriate standing conmttees of the legislature, no later than
Decenber 1, 2008, its findings and recomendati ons for |egislation that
i's necessary to inplenment the work group's findings.

--- END ---
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